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DEAR ACLU-CU FRIENDS,

Thanks to everyone who joined us for the WATCH PARTY LUNCH on
APRIL 21st at the INDEPENDENT MEDIA CENTER.

If you were unable to join us or would like to rewatch the event, you
can watch the closed-captioned recording of the speeches here.

The featured speaker was MIELISSA MURRAY, NYU LAW PROFESSOR, SCHOLAR,
ANALYST and POPULAR Strict Scrutiny Podcaster.

More than 1,700 supporters came together to raise over $1.3 million to help to fund the
ACLU'’s resistance to an increasingly authoritarian federal administration. An anonymous donor
generously agreed to match the first $100,000 raised at the Lunch in support of the ACLU of
lllinois’s election protection work. We are excited to share that we have met this matching gift
challenge.

If you haven't already, please consider making a gift to the ACLU today in support of the
ACLU’s election protection work.

Each of us has a role to play in this moment. As we face growing attacks on our communities
and our rights, our actions must be twofold: to do everything we can to reduce harm, and to rise
up together against injustice. That means showing up in ways big and small —staying informed,
speaking out, supporting those most impacted, and building the kind of collective power that can
meet this moment.

ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE NEWS:



SECURE ACT PASSES LEGISLATURE

On Sunday — as the Spring session of the Illinois General Assembly came to an end, the lllinois House
gave final approval to the SECURE Act — House Bill 4966. The measure extends non-discrimination
protections for young people under the care of DCFS and ensures youth placed outside Illinois state lines
by DCFS are not deprived of lawful health care. We issued a statement about the passage — urging
Governor Pritzker to sign the measure as soon as possible —and the passage was covered by QC

Online. Thanks to everyone who participated by sending in witness slips!

PUT A STAR ON YOUR CALENDAR!

THE WEEKEND OF JULY 18-19th we are part of a local coalition planning
a GOOD TROUBLE LIVES ON WEEKEND. Want to help? Available to
table or volunteer? Email info@aclu-cu.org.

LEGAL ADVOCACY:

SARSOUR CASE

ACLU lllinois lawyers have joined a coalition of other legal personnel to represent Mr. Salah Sarsour, a
resident of Milwaukee and a pillar of the community. A lawful permanent resident for more than thirty
years, he is married to a United States citizen, with whom he has six children and nine grandchildren
(and a 10th on the way). Mr. Sarsour was detained by at least eleven armed federal agents on March
30th and has been in ICE detention since then. His immigration case is pending in the Chicago
Immigration Court, and his habeas petition is pending in federal court in Indiana.

Sam Cole, ACLU of lllinois Chief Immigration Litigation Counsel, spoke to the Chicago Tribune, making
clear that the government’s targeting of Mr. Sarsour is based on his speech, and that our Constitution
does not permit the government to punish anyone because they disagree with their speech. A status

hearing is scheduled this week in the case.

DONATE, JOIN, or Give a Gift Membership.

Thanks for all you do to support the work of the ACLU in lllinois and
Champaign County.
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